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3781.25(I) "Excavation" means the use of hand tools, powered equipment, or explosives to move earth, 
rock, or other materials in order to penetrate or bore or drill into the earth, or to demolish any structure 
whether or not it is intended that the demolition will disturb the earth. "Excavation" includes such 
agricultural operations as the installation of drain tile, but excludes agricultural operations such as tilling 
that do not penetrate the earth to a depth of more than twelve inches. "Excavation" excludes any activity 
by a governmental entity which does not penetrate the earth to a depth of more than twelve inches. 
“Excavation” excludes activities listed below when performed in the public right of way and providing 
that the activity does not penetrate the earth to a depth of more than twelve inches.  "Excavation" 
excludes coal mining and reclamation operations regulated under Chapter 1513 of the Revised Code and 
rules adopted under it. 

 
1. The cleaning of debris from open roadside drainage systems that does not alter the existing 

invert of that drainage system.  
 

2. Milling of asphalt road surface except at signalized intersections and where signal and/or 
environmental sensors may be present.   
 

3. Underground utility locating and surveying activities limited to uncovering valve enclosures, 
manhole covers, or similar utility components, placement of temporary marking flags or 
wooden lathe and grounding of locating equipment.  
 

4. Utility wood pole inspection.   
 

5. Repair or replacement of utility pedestals or enclosures in the same location 
 
6. Tilling for sowing of grass and wildflower coverings for erosion control or beautification 

purposes.  
 

7. Placement of temporary signage.   
 

8. Addition or removal of roadside berm material.    
 


